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HONOURABLE MENTION, 

The following coiiipetitors receive h o n o ~ ~ r -  
able mention :-RIrs. Farthing, AIiss Grace A. 
TQI~ISO~~,  Miss L. I’oung, Miss Catheri!ie 
Wriglit, hliss RI. Barnes, Rliss P. James. 

QUESTION FOR NEXT WERK, 

15’hat are the probable causes of ottorrhcea, 
and  how would you iiurse such n case? What  
complications might arise, and how would you 
recognise t h a n ?  

DR. ADOISON INTRODUCES 
GOVERNMENT BILL FOR T H E  STATE 

REGISTRATION OF NURSES.  

On Thursday, Nowniber 6th, Dr. Addison, 
Rlinistcr of Health, introduced, without es- 
plnnation, the Government Rill for the State 
Registration of Nurses into the House of 
Commons. As we go to press thc printed Bill 
is not on sale, but it has been announccd in the 
Press that: the Riill has been drafted, after’ a 
number o<f conferences \vbich have taken place 
hetween the Ministry of Health and wrious 
nursing associations, and that the Bill provides 
for  a professional council to  supervise the 
standards of training and to take charge of the 
registration of nurses. I t  is cspected that the 
second reading will be talceti at :in early date. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH NURSES’ ASSO= 
CIATION AND T H E  NURSING PAGEANT. 

Iu- 

We learn that it is probable that the Royal 
British Nurses’ Association-the only Royal 
Chartered Corporatioa of I\‘onwn in the 
Empire-will organise a Pageant of Nursing 
History early in the New Year, should the 
Nurses’ Registration Bill pass into law this 
Session. And that this interesting piece of 
work may be carried out by the IConsultative 
‘Committee, formed ob delegates from the 
affibiated Nurses’ Organisations, Mrs. Redford 
Feiiwiclr has placed a t  the disposal- of the 
Royal British Nurses’ Association the text 
(which is oopyright) of the “ Pageant and 
Masque on the Evolution of Trained Nursing, 
and the Right of Life tot Health,” created and 
&signed by her, and for which Miss Mollett 
wrote the words in fine heroic English. This 
Pageant was presented a t  the Connaught 
Rooms, London, on February 18th, 1911, and 
was described by Lord Ampthilll, the Patron 
(Chairman of the Central Committee), as “ the 
most poetic Procession he had ever seen.” 

The Pageant consists of five Processions :- 
I. Processhion of Immortals, led by EIygiea, 

Goddess of Health. 
2. Procession of Saintly TVomen and the 

?: ursiiig Orders. 
j. Procession of hlatrons, preceded by a 

lianner, inscribed “ Education.” 
4. Procession of Xurses, preceded by a 

lianner, inscribed “ Xursing and the Com- 
munity. ” 

5. State Registration Procession. Banner 
inscribed (‘ State Registration ” and “ W e  
IT’ant Legal Status. ” 

The Pageant of 1919 ni l1  dift‘er somewhat 
from that of 1911, but as yet the details have 
not liceii considered. Much water has flowed 
under London Bridge in the past eight years, 
and Sursing History niust be brought up to 
d :I t e. -- 

COVERING. 
The assistant secretary of the College of 

Sursing, 1-td., stated in The Lnncet of October 
11 that she couldl see n o  reason why the 
nurse-aiizesthetist should not become equally 
espert both in theory and practice as the 
medical officer,” and that ” in France it was 
the general opinion of the surgeons that the 
nurse was reliable-in fact, often more reliable 
than the available men anzsthetists. ” 

Mr. Dudley W. Buston, F.R.C.S., the 
‘eminent anesthetist, espresses the opinion in 
Tlic Ihzcct  of ‘October 18 that :- 

There is an aspect of this subject which your 
lcnding article of September 27th does not en- 
visage. To give a nurse the charge of the 
anasthetic is to commit the offence of “ covering.” 
The General hIedical Council has on more than 
one occasion visited with exemplary punishment 
medical practitioners who have administered 
anaesthetics for operations undertaken by un- 
registered persons, whether these assumed the r61e 
of a surgeon or a dentist. Presumably the converse 
-i.e., for a qualified person to seek the aid of an 
unqualified one to act as anaesthetist-is equally 
reprehensible. Such a procedure is allowed in 
cases of emergency when no qualified man is 
accessible, but this exception does not invalidate 
the lam’s contention that an act of covcring is 
an indictable offence. I t  map be urged that in the 
practice of obstetrics a nurse is commonly called 
upon to assist with the anzsthctic, but even here 
the act is illegal, although perhaps condoned by 
custom, since an element of emergency arises in 
such cases and the medical attendant usually 
anzsthetises the patient, although he may allow 
the nurse to “ carry on.” 

In present circumstances, committing the 
anaesthetic to a nurse, however highly trained, is 
to admit the principle of unqualified practice. This 
leads to a very wide door being opened to unquali- 
fied practice by not only highly trained nurses, but 
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